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FAMILY OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH AND EARLY EDUCATION CENTER
Welcome to the Family!
THE 20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 18, 2020

“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.”

PASTOR’S GREETING
INVOCATION:

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 28:19

C: Amen.

EXHORTATION

1 John 8-10

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
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ABSOLUTION

John 20:21

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN

CHRIST BE MY LEADER LSB 861

STS.1-3

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000188
Tune: Public domain

THE KYRIE

LSB 186

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

LSB 187

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

4

P: Let us pray: O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as
our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things
eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 45:1–7
Reader: Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to
subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that
gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break in
pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of
darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God
of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you,
though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no
God; I equip you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the
sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other.
I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity,
I am the LORD, who does all these things.”
R: This is the Word of the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

THE GRADUAL

Psalm 91:11; Psalm 103:1

P: He will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.
C: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

HYMN

SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS

LSB 636 STS.1-4
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Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000188

THE EPISTLE READING FROM 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1–10
Reader: Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that
He has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word
in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that
we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us
from the wrath to come.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
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C: Thanks be to God

THE ALLELUIA VERSE

LSB 156

John 6:68

All: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia,
alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Reading of the Holy Gospel according St. Matthew 22:15–22
C: Glory to You O Lord!
P: Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in His talk. And they sent their
disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and
teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not
swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show
me the coin for the tax.” And they brought Him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose
likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then He said to them, “Therefore
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When
they heard it, they marveled. And they left Him and went away.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You O Christ!

SERMON HYMN

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW

Text and music: Public domain

SERMON

LSB 805
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THE NICENE CREED
C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life † of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERTORY
As we celebrate the holy gifts and blessings God has given to us, please pray concerning your
first fruits offering of thanksgiving to our Lord for all His benefits to us.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(please email either Pastor or Betty with prayer requests)

P: O Lord, deliver Your people by Your power, and grant to us grace sufficient for all our needs
and for the needs of all people.
Let us pray to the Lord to open the eyes of the blind by the light of His Word and to open the
ears of the deaf with the voice of His Gospel, and for the Lord to clear the way for all people
to know the riches of His grace, the gift of forgiveness and the promise of life in Christ. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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P: Let us pray to the Lord to teach us to trust not in our works but in His Word, and for a steadfast
faith to endure in time of test, trial and tribulation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Let us pray to the Lord to bless our nation with peace and harmony, and for the Lord to bless
our president, governor, all legislators and judges, and those who protect and defend us
against all the enemies of our land. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Let us pray to the Lord to heal the sick, give relief to the suffering, grant comfort to those who
mourn, and give peace to the dying, especially for Victoria; Gerri, and her granddaughter
Breanne; and Inge; for Norma’s back; for Lori’s legs; for Ken’s continued healing after
surgery; and for Ed’s heart condition; and for Amanda Austin’s family and others in
danger of the Cameron Peak fire in Colorado and in other fires in our nation; and for
those we name in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of those who serve as doctors and nurses, for medical
researchers and those who work to end disease, and for those who care for people most
vulnerable. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Let us pray to the Lord for our stewardship of His creation, for our faithful use of all His gifts,
and for grateful hearts, that we may honor the Lord with our words and with our works. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Let us pray to the Lord that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we
may endure to the day of His coming again, when we shall be reunited with those who have
gone before us with the sign of faith and now rest from their labors, to live in His eternal
presence and sing His praise without end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Taught by our Savior we are bold to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
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CLOSING COLLECT
P: Let us pray: Gracious and merciful God, You have revealed Your Will to us through the
preaching of the Gospel and the teaching of Your commandments. We implore You to lead
us by Your Holy Spirit, granting that the Word sown into us would bear fruit; being ever
mindful of Your mercies may we always be directed to Your will and daily increase in love
toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a godly life. Help us to
follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until we
shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
All: Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

LSB 218

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

LSB 228

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the † Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

LSB 789 STS.1-3

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000188
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Anyone desiring to contact Rev. Fred H. Gerlach may do so by Cell Phone at 609-751-2546
or by E-mail at fred_gerlach@hotmail.com.
You may also contact the Church at 480-759-4047.
Pastor is available upon request for:
 Individual Confession and Absolution.
 A home visit with the Pastor (if someone is ill or in the hospital, call to arrange a visit).
 For communion or a prayer.
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study on the book of Leviticus, chapters 1 and 2, on Friday morning at
6:30 AM
Offerings can be mailed to the church or sent via Zelle® directly from your bank to:
familyofchristaz@gmail.com

Family of Christ Lutheran Church and Early Education Center
Pastor Fred H. Gerlach

3501 E Chandler Blvd
Phoenix, AZ 85048
480-759-4047
Fred_Gerlach@hotmail.com

